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LI 7 Heteas there is an Atriow in force, prohibiting fe- 
| - veral French Commodities, which did at firſt ew ©. 1 
courage ſome perſons to endeavour the Promotion of the (© , 


Linnen Manufacture in ſome parts of this Kingdom, who 

have to their great loſs (the ſaid A&not being made ſuffici- + (yt 
ent to keep our French Linnens) brought the {aid Manufa- þ 

cure to greater perfeCtion than ever it was in England be- S744 
fore, having ſo well imitated the French both as to Like Y/U4l 
neſs and Goodnels, that the moſt skiltul Linnen Draper ſee- 
ing a fhece of each, ſhall not know which is French and 
which is Engliſh : And they do by Experience find, that if 
French Linnens were more ſtrictly prohibited, or a very great 
Duty laid- on them, we ſhould in leſs than ſeven years be 
able to ſupply our felves and our Plantations with as good 
Cloath as any comes out of France ; and to make ſuch quan- 
titics will employ at leaſt Sixty Thouland of our Poor, and 
Thirty Thouland Acres of Ground for Flax and Hemp: In 
many Counties in England they are much to ſeek for an 
Employment -for their Poor, the Woollen and other Manu- 
factures already eſtabliſhed being nor ſufficient ro employ 
them, nor convenient for many Counties, this Manufacture 
will employ all ſorts who are capable of any manner of 
Work whatſoever, which will be a means to cleanſe our 
Streets from Beggars, and to take off good part of the Col- 
leftions for the Poor throughout England : It will alſo be 
a means much to promote Lands by Planting of Flax and 
Hemp, having been by experience found that our Engliſh 
Flax is as good and may be afforded as cheap as any in 
the World: It will be made appear, that Land in many 
Parts of England which now is not worth Five Shillings an 
Acre, with good Management may produce Thirty Shillings 
an Acre by Planting it with Flax. "Tis the Importing of 
French Linnens only hinders the Eſtabliſhment of this Trade, 
and no doubt many French Merchants will oppole it, but ler 
them lay aſide ſelf Intereſt, and then 'tis ſuppoſed they can 
ſay little againſt it; or let them ſay what «hey will, the 
Promoter hereof will undertake to anſwer any Objections 
they ſhall make, and to give ſuch Reaſons for the Promo- 
tion of the Trade, that he hopes no Engliſh man will be 
againſt ir. | 
"Tis humbly prayed, that this Honourable Houſe will take it 
into Conſideration, and do therem what in their great Wiſ- 
dom: ſhall be thought fit. 


